,/.T
SR

WORLD MEETING

FAMILIES

ROME, JUNE 22-26 2022

Pastoral Congress: Day 2 Outline

IDENTITY AND MISSION OF CHRISTIAN FAMILIES

PANEL | Being Christians in the digital age
A. Centering the family around Christ
B. Transmitting the faith to today’s youth
C. Social media: an “environment” for our children?

PANEL Il Vocation and mission in the existential periphery
A. Among migrants
B. In the face of addiction
C. When there is violence in the family

MARRIAGE CATECHUMENATE

PANEL | The formation of caregivers and formators: laity, presbyters and seminarians
A. Educating young people on sexuality and affectivity
B. Formation of pastors and seminarians
C. Permanent accompaniment of spouses

PANEL Il Family communion, an ecclesial style of communion
A. Family communion and ecclesial communion
B. Reciprocity between men and women in the Church throughout the various states of life
C. Fatherhood, motherhood and brotherhood in the Church
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Identity and Mission of Christian Families

Goal:

Today the Christian family must relearn to discover its particular identity and specific mission in society
and in the Church.

Ideas for further study:

“The Christian family is called upon to take part actively and responsibly in the mission of the
Church in a way that is original and specific, by placing itself, in what it is and what it does as an
"intimate community of life and love," at the service of the Church and of society.” (FC n. 50)

“Since the Christian family is a community, [...] the family's sharing in the Church's mission
should follow a community pattern: the spouses together as a couple, the parents and children
as a family, must live their service to the Church and to the world.” (FC n. 50)

“Christian marriages thus enliven society by their witness of fraternity, their social concern, their
outspokenness on behalf of the underprivileged, their luminous faith and their active hope.
Their fruitfulness expands and in countless ways makes God’s love present in society.” (AL n.
184)

The more that Christian spouses and parents grow in the awareness that their "domestic
church" participates in the life and mission of the universal Church, so much the more will their
sons and daughters be able to be formed in a "sense of the Church" and will perceive all the
beauty of dedicating their energies to the service of the Kingdom of God. (ChL n. 62)



Panel I: Being Christian in the Digital Age
1. Centering the Family around Christ

Goal:

In the digital age, it becomes difficult for today's families to raise children while keeping Christ at the
center of family life. Show, through a testimony/reflection, how this is possible

Ideas for further study:

e Education in the faith has to adapt to each child. Parents desirous of nurturing the faith of their
children are sensitive to their patterns of growth, for they know that spiritual experience is not
imposed but freely proposed. (Cf. AL n. 288)

e Do we seek to understand ‘where’ our children really are in their journey? Where is their soul,
do we really know? And above all, do we want to know? (AL n. 261)

2. Transmitting the Faith to Today’s Youth
Goal:

To give a testimony/reflection about how it is possible to involve and make today's hyper-connected
youth discover that inside them there is the voice of God calling them and inviting them to follow a path
to achieve fulfillment in life.

Ideas for further study:

e Raising children calls for an orderly process of handing on the faith. This is made difficult by
current lifestyles, work schedules and the complexity of today’s world, where many people keep
up a frenetic pace just to survive. Even so, the home must continue to be the place where we
learn to appreciate the meaning and beauty of the faith". (Cf. AL n. 287)

3. Social Media: An “Environment” for our Children?
Goal:

To give the testimonies of families who are trying to develop adequate relational skills to dialogue with
their children (the "chat generation"), without demonizing the digital world, but giving them guidelines
to control it and not be dominated by social and virtual relationships.

Ideas for further study:

”

e "In the family we can also learn to be critical about certain messages sent by the various media”.
(AL n. 274)

e “One of the most important tasks of families is to provide an education in hope. This does not
mean preventing children from playing with electronic devices, but rather finding ways to help
them develop their critical abilities and not to think that digital speed can apply to everything in
life”. (Cf. AL n. 275)

e  “When well used, these media can be helpful”. (Cf. AL n. 278)



“The media can help us to feel closer to one another, creating a sense of the unity of the human
family which in turn can inspire solidarity and serious efforts to ensure a more dignified life for
all. The internet, in particular, offers immense possibilities for encounter and solidarity. This is
something truly good, a gift from God. We need constantly to ensure that present-day forms of
communication are in fact guiding us to generous encounter with others. We cannot accept a
digital world designed to exploit our weaknesses and bring out the worst in people”. (Cf. FT n.
205)



Panel II: Vocation and Mission in the Existential Periphery

1. Among Migrants
Goal:

To give a testimony/reflection to understand how the family is an important pastoral component, since
it has at its heart the desire to make those who are lonely and disoriented feel at home. Families who
welcome other families.

Ideas for further study:

e “Migration is another sign of the times to be faced and understood in terms of its negative
effects on family life”. (AL n. 46)

e In accompanying migrants, the Church needs a specific pastoral program addressed not only to
families that migrate but also to those family members who remain behind. (AL n. 46)

2. In the Face of Addiction
Goal:

To give a testimony/reflection on the topic of addiction in the family (drugs, gaming, social...). How can
families help each other? How can the Church help?

Indicate valid experiences of help including professional competencies.
Ideas for further study:

e Drug use was also mentioned as causing immense suffering and even breakup for many families.
The same is true of alcoholism, gambling and other addictions. Families at risk “lose the ability
to act to help their members... We see the serious effects of this breakdown in families torn
apart, the young uprooted and the elderly abandoned, children who are orphans of living
parents, adolescents and young adults confused and unsupported.” (Cf. AL n. 51)

e In addition to the small circle of the couple and their children, there is the larger family, which
cannot be overlooked. [...] Friends and other families are part of this larger family, as well as
communities of families who support one another in their difficulties, their social commitments
and their faith. [...]». (Cf. AL nos. 196-197)

3. When There is Violence in the Family
Goal:

To give a testimony/reflection on the value and importance of the presence of a network of families,
capable of noticing and approaching those who suffer from violence, reaching the existential peripheries
as well, where violence can be within or close to the family.

Ideas for further study:

e Violence within families breeds new forms of social aggression, since “family relationships can
also explain the tendency to a violent personality. This is often the case with families where



communication is lacking, defensive attitudes predominate, the members are not supportive of
one another, family activities that encourage participation are absent, the parental relationship
is frequently conflictual and violent, and relationships between parents and children are marked
by hostility. (AL n. 51)

| think particularly of the shameful ill-treatment to which women are sometimes subjected,
domestic violence and various forms of enslavement which, rather than a show of masculine
power, are craven acts of cowardice. The verbal, physical, and sexual violence that women
endure in some marriages contradicts the very nature of the conjugal union». (AL n. 54)

Can we really ignore or overlook the continuing forms of domination, arrogance, abuse, sexual
perversion and violence that are the product of a warped understanding of sexuality? Or the
fact that the dignity of others and our human vocation to love thus end up being less important
than an obscure need to “find oneself? (AL n. 153)



Marriage Catechumenate

Goal:

The course of preparation for marriage needs to be renewed and reinvigorated in light of a
catechumenal process, which, through the rediscovery of Baptism, accompanies the newlyweds in
depth, without abandoning them after the celebration of the rite. The fundamental conviction is that
marriage is not a point of arrival: it is a vocation, a lifelong journey of holiness. For this reason, the
preparation should be carried out in stages as indicated by Pope Francis.

Ideas for further study:

e “The decision to marry and to have a family ought to be the fruit of a process of vocational
discernment”. (AL n. 72)

e | would like to stress the need for a “new catechumenate” for marriage preparation. Welcoming
the support of the Fathers of the last Ordinary Synod, it is urgent to effectively implement what
has already been proposed in Familiaris Consortio (n. 66). Namely, just as the catechumenate is
part of the sacramental process for the baptism of adults, so too may the preparation for
marriage form an integral part of the whole sacramental procedure of marriage, as an antidote
to prevent the increase of invalid or inconsistent marriage celebrations» Address of His Holiness
Pope Francis to the Officials of the Tribunal of the Roman Rota for the Inauguration of the
Judicial Year, 21 January 2017; Cf. AL nos. 205-211).

e | have already recommended the commitment of a matrimonial catechumenate, intended as an
indispensable itinerary for young people and couples aimed at reviving their Christian
conscience, sustained by the grace of the two sacraments, Baptism and Marriage. As | have
explained on other occasions, the catechumenate is unique in itself, as it is baptismal — that is,
rooted in baptism — and at the same time, in life it must assume a permanent character — as
the grace of the sacrament of marriage is permanent» (Address of His Holiness Pope Francis to
the Officials of the Tribunal of the Roman Rota for the Inauguration of the Judicial Year, 29
January 2018).



Panel I: The Formation of Caregivers and Formators: Laity, Presbyters, and
Seminarians

1. Educating Young People on Sexuality and Affectivity
Goal:

To highlight, through pastoral experiences and/or projects and programs established in the Church, how
to support parents and educators in the process of educating children and young people about
affectivity and sexuality.

Ideas for further study:

e The Church is called to cooperate with parents through suitable pastoral initiatives, assisting
them in the fulfilment of their educational mission. She must always do this by helping them to
appreciate their proper role and to realize that by their reception of the sacrament of marriage
they become ministers of their children’s education. In educating them, they build up the
Church. (AL n. 85)

e Itis not easy to approach the issue of sex education in an age when sexuality tends to be
trivialized and impoverished. It can only be seen within the broader framework of an education
for love, for mutual self-giving. In such a way, the language of sexuality would not be sadly
impoverished but illuminated and enriched». (AL n. 280)

e Young people need to realize that they are bombarded by messages that are not beneficial for
their growth towards maturity. [...] We also have to realize that “a new and more appropriate
language” is needed “in introducing children and adolescents to the topic of sexuality” ». (AL
nos. 281-284)

2. Formation of Pastors and Seminarians
Goal:

To bring out the experience or at least the awareness of the importance of forming seminarians and
pastors so that they are competent and prepared to accompany young people and families in the moral
challenges they are continually called upon to face today.

Ideas for further study:

e This shows the need for “a more adequate formation... of priests, deacons, men and women
religious, catechists and other pastoral workers”. In the replies given to the worldwide
consultation, it became clear that ordained ministers often lack the training needed to deal with
the complex problems currently facing families. (AL n. 202)

e Seminarians should receive a more extensive interdisciplinary, and not merely doctrinal,
formation in the areas of engagement and marriage. (AL n. 203)



3. Permanent Accompaniment of Spouses
Goal:

Consolidated pastoral experiences highlight the urgency and necessity of always accompanying spouses,
especially in the most critical moments of family life. The presence of the community is essential and it is
necessary to train lay people and spouses to ensure this accompaniment.

Ideas for further study:

e Professionals, especially those with practical experience, help keep pastoral initiatives grounded
in the real situations and concrete concerns of families. “Courses and programmes, planned
specifically for pastoral workers, can be of assistance by integrating the premarital preparation
programme into the broader dynamic of ecclesial life”». (AL n. 204)

e Itis necessary to respond with «pastoral accompaniment needs to go beyond the actual
celebration of the sacrament (Familiaris Consortio, Part Ill). In this regard, experienced couples
have an important role to play. The parish is a place where such experienced couples can help
younger couples, with the eventual cooperation of associations, ecclesial movements and new
communities». (AL n. 223)



Panel II: Family Communion, an Ecclesial Style of Communion

1. Family Communion and Ecclesial Communion
Goal:

The family communion that flows from the Sacrament of Matrimony embodies the style of communion
that should exist within the Church, beginning with the relationship between spouses and priests.

Valuable pastoral experiences in this regard could be presented.
Ideas for further study:

o The Church is a family of families, constantly enriched by the lives of all those domestic
churches. “In virtue of the sacrament of matrimony, every family becomes, in effect, a good for
the Church. From this standpoint, reflecting on the interplay between the family and the Church
will prove a precious gift for the Church in our time. The Church is good for the family, and the
family is good for the Church. The safeguarding of the Lord’s gift in the sacrament of matrimony
is a concern not only of individual families but of the entire Christian community”». (AL n. 87)

2. Reciprocity between Men and Women in the Church throughout the Various States of Life
Goal:

To show how even within the Church both men and women, in their masculinity and femininity, have a
different and important role, in all states of life. This leads to living the reciprocity and co-responsibility
between men and women, in the common ecclesial mission, and to enhance the role of women in the
Church.

Ideas for further study:

e Woman is the image of the Church that is woman, bride, mother. A style. Without this style we
would speak of the People of God, but as an organization, perhaps a trade union, but not as a
family born of the Mother Church» (Pope Francis, Intervention during the Meeting “The
protection of minors in the Church, 21-24 February 2019).

e Itis the spousal dimension that makes men and women constitutively capable of relationships,
synergy, collaboration and communion. (...) But women, much more than men, by virtue of their
intrinsic generative and maternal ability to "give birth" and to be responsible for this giving
birth, are capable of revealing to the world that necessary relationship of collaboration and co-
responsibility between men and women, which must also be manifested in the Church.

3. Fatherhood, Motherhood and Brotherhood in the Church
Goal:

To show how the experience of spiritual fatherhood, motherhood and brotherhood can be lived in the
pastoral care of local communities.



It is possible to share experiences that highlight the importance of this familial dimension of the Church,
whereby it is possible to keep another person in one's heart, as a mother or father does, or as occurs
between siblings.

Ideas for further study:

e | do not pray for the world but for the ones you have given me, because they are yours, (...) Holy
Father, keep them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one just as we are
(Jn 17:9,11) We can believe that in saying these words, Jesus had in his heart not an indistinct
crowd, rather the faces of the people He frequented or met. In the Church, too, we are called to
recognize the faces of those whom God entrusts to us along the way and who become for us
fathers, mothers, and brothers.



