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Pastoral Congress: Day 1 Outline

THE DOMESTIC CHURCH AND SYNODALITY

PANEL | Spouses and priests together to build up the Church
A. Two complementary and co-responsible vocations
B. Families and pastors together on mission
C. Building a community among families

PANEL Il Young and old together for the Church of tomorrow
A. The role of the elderly
B. The young and the elderly in the synodal journey
C. Grandparents and the elderly in the pastoral care of the Church

FAMILY LOVE: WONDERFUL AND FRAGILE

PANEL | Family love when in difficulty
A. Betrayal and forgiveness
B. The difficulties of the early years of marriage
C. Abandonment

PANEL Il Accompanying fatherhood and motherhood
A. We need fathers and mothers
B. Adoption and foster care. A Christian choice
C. Welcoming new life, always

Abbreviations

AL FRANCIS, Ap. Exhort. Amoris Laetitia (19 March 2016)

Cccc Catechism of the Catholic Church

EG FRANCIS, Ap. Exhort. Evangelii Gaudium (24 November 2013)

FC JOHN PAUL Il, Ap. Exhort. Familiaris Consortio (22 November 1981)

FT FRANCIS, Encyclical Lett. Fratelli Tutti (3 October 2020)

GS SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL, Past. Const. Gaudium et Spes (7 December 1965)

LG SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL, Dogmatic Const. Lumen Gentium (21 November 1964)
LS FRANCIS, Encyclical Lett. Laudato Si (24 May 2015)

ChL JOHN PAUL Il, Ap. Exhort. Christifideles Laici (30 December 1988)



The Domestic Church and Synodality

Goal:
e Families find within themselves the gifts that they are called to offer to the Church.
e The Church, in turn, acknowledges and enhances the presence of the family as a gift since it is
an authentic source of evangelization.
Ideas for further study:

According to the synodal process proposed by Pope Francis, «each member [is] playing his or
her crucial role, united with each other» (cf. Mission Vademecum for the Synod on Synodality,
1.3). Families, as domestic Churches, are part of this journey offering themselves as the setting
for “communion, participation and mission”, key word in the synodal process (“Thus the
Christian family will manifest to all men the genuine nature of the Church. This the family will do
by the mutual love of the spouses, by their generous fruitfulness, their solidarity and
faithfulness, and by the loving way in which all members of the family assist one another”. cf. GS
n. 48; “So that the Church, in order fully to understand her mystery, looks to the Christian
family, which manifests her in a real way” AL n. 67)

On the one hand, however, it is necessary to "wake up" families, and convey to them the
awareness of the gift they represent within the Church. On the other hand, it is important that
the Church learn to value the gifts that the Spirit bestows on the family, recognizing it as the
protagonist of evangelization: families must be “both domestic churches and a leaven of
evangelization in society” (AL n. 290).



Panel I: Spouses and Priests Together to Build Up the Church

1. Two complementary and co-responsible vocations
Goal:

The common vocation to holiness of all the faithful, each on his or her own way, forms within the
Church a structure of communion between the various states of life, and are complementary to one
another.

Mutual co-responsibility for mission calls spouses and ordained ministers - and especially bishops - to
productively cooperate in building up the fabric of the Church.

Ideas for further study:

e Holy Orders and Matrimony, are directed towards the salvation of others. [...] They confer a
particular mission in the Church and serve to build up the People of God. (Catechism of the
Catholic Church n. 1534).

e The common priesthood of the faithful and the ministerial or hierarchical priesthood are
nonetheless interrelated: each of them in its own special way is a participation in the one
priesthood of Christ. (LG, n. 10)

2. Families and pastors together on mission
Goal:

By virtue of the same mission of "building up the people of God," but also of the different contributions
they can make, families and pastors are called to collaborate in mission.

Ideas for further study:

e |n addition to and together with the sacrament of Holy Orders, spouses and families are a
sacrament for mission (CCC n. 1534). Their apostolic impulse stems from Baptism and the grace
of marriage, and by virtue of this identity they can bear witness, evangelize and bestow a spirit
of ecclesial communion. (cf. AL n. 201)

3. Building a community among families
Goal:

Each family is called to open up and give itself, but also to welcome the help of other families. In today's
individualistic societies, where families suffer from loneliness and isolation, especially in situations of
serious difficulty, the community becomes crucial in saving families, making them feel that they are not
alone in every challenge they are called to face (raising children, illness, grief, economic difficulties, ...).

Ideas for further study:

e Itisimportant to “create opportunities [in the Church] for speaking heart to heart.” (cf. Amoris
Laetitia, n. 234), opportunities so that families can meet together, learn how to be communities,
share the joys but also the concerns and difficulties. In this way you can create a “web” of



families that know how to take care of one another, so that "I should not lose anything" (cf. In
6:39).



Panel Il: Young and Old Together for the Church of Tomorrow

1. The Role of the Elderly

Goal: To emphasize the importance of the elderly inside and outside the family, in society and in the
Church community; their role can be decisive in transmitting memories and faith from one generation to
the next.

Ideas for further study:

e Pope Francis’ Message for the First World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly.
http://www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife/en/amoris-laetitia/pastoral-resources-

world-day-for-grandparents-and-the-elderly21.html

2. The Young and the Elderly in the Synodal Journey
Goal:

As they embark on their synodal journey, young and old are called to dialogue with one another to learn
to discern one another's gifts.

Ideas for further study:

e “Participation: A call for the involvement of all who belong to the People of God {(...). All the
faithful are qualified and are called to serve one another through the gifts they have each
received from the Holy Spirit. In a synodal Church the whole community, in the free and rich
diversity of its members, is called together to pray, listen, analyse, dialogue, discern and offer
advice on making pastoral decisions which correspond as closely as possible to God's will” (cf.
Vademecum for the Synod on Synodality).

e "Byisolating the elderly and leaving them in the care of others without the closeness and
concern of family members, we disfigure and impoverish the family itself. We also end up
depriving young people of a necessary connection to their roots and a wisdom that the young
cannot achieve on their own". (FT n. 19)

3. Grandparents and the Elderly in the Pastoral Care of the Church
Goal:

“There is no retirement age from the work of proclaiming the Gospel”. The elderly can give a valuable
contribution to pastoral care and in a transversal way (in the catechesis of children, youth ministry,
family ministry ...).

They have a vocation to holiness and a spiritual mission in the Church.
Ideas for further study:

e Pope Francis’ Message for the First World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly.
http://www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife/en/amoris-laetitia/pastoral-resources-

world-day-for-grandparents-and-the-elderly21.html




Conclusions of the International Congress for the pastoral care “The richness of many years of
life”,
http://www.laityfamilylife.va/content/dam/laityfamilylife/Eventi/LaRiccezzaDegliAnni/Testi/Con
clusions%20ENG.pdf




Family Love: Wonderful and Fragile

Goal:

To show the beauty of love lived within the Family and the need to constantly take care of it, because it
is in itself very fragile.

Ideas for further study:

e “The Gospel of the family responds to the deepest expectations of the human person”. (AL n.
201)

e Marital joy involves accepting that marriage is an inevitable mixture of enjoyment and struggles,
which inspires married couples to care for one another”. (Cf. AL n. 126)

e AL nos. 88-119.



Panel I: Family Love When in Difficulty

Goal:

To show the beauty of love lived within the Family and the need to constantly take care of it, because it
is in itself very fragile.

1. Betrayal and Forgiveness
Goal:
e To offer a testimony/reflection of those who have forgiven betrayal.
e To specify pastoral paths experimented within the Church.
Ideas for further study:
e ALl nos. 231-240.
e ALl nos. 105-106.

e “Every family is called by the God of peace to have the joyous and renewing experience of
"reconciliation," that is, communion reestablished, unity restored”. (FC n. 21)

2. The Difficulties of the Early Years of Marriage
Goal:

e To offer a testimony/reflection from young couples who have received help and support from
the community to overcome the difficulties of the early years of marriage, associated with
differences in character, the birth of children/sterility, the relationship with the families of origin

e To specify pastoral paths experimented within the Church.
Ideas for further study:

e AlLnos. 217-230.
3. Abandonment
Goal:

e To offer a testimony/reflection on the subject of abandonment and the path taken by the
family.

e Toindicate whether there are any pastoral experiences that offer a path of spirituality aimed at
separated couples who have chosen to be faithful to the Sacrament of Matrimony, confirming
their promise to live a love forever, beyond the challenge of human failure.

Ideas for Further Study:

o “Divorced people who have not remarried, and often bear witness to marital fidelity, ought to
be encouraged to find in the Eucharist the nourishment they need to sustain them in their



present state of life. The local community and pastors should accompany these people with
solicitude.” (AL n. 242)

“With inner joy and deep comfort, the Church looks to the families who remain faithful to the
teachings of the Gospel, encouraging them and thanking them for the testimony they offer. For
they bear witness, in a credible way, to the beauty of marriage as indissoluble and perpetually
faithful.” (AL n. 86)



Panel Il: Accompanying Motherhood and Fatherhood

1. We Need Fathers and Mothers
Goal:

To highlight the importance of having men and women capable of vigorously embracing their paternal
and maternal roles, within the family and in the Church.

Ideas for further study:

e | certainly value feminism, but one that does not demand uniformity or negate motherhood. For
the grandeur of women includes all the rights derived from their inalienable human dignity but
also from their feminine genius, which is essential to society. (AL n. 173)

e We often hear that ours is “a society without fathers”. In Western culture, the father figure is
said to be symbolically absent, missing or vanished. Manhood itself seems to be called into
question. (AL n. 176)

2. Adoption and Foster Care. A Christian Choice
Goal:

To show, through testimonies, that taking in children who are alone, through foster care and adoption,
is typical of Christian families, who are called to be generative.

Ideas for further study:

e “The choice of adoption or foster parenting can also express that fruitfulness which is a
characteristic of married life". (AL n. 82)

3. Welcoming New Life, Always

Goal:

A testimony/reflection of those who have welcomed an unborn life in conditions of particular difficulty
due to illness, disability, or economic situation.

Pastoral experiences of welcoming/accompaniment in the face of the difficulties with welcoming
nascent life can be indicated.

Ideas for further study:

e " Achildis loved because he is one’s child! Not because he embodies my dreams. They are loved
before being born, like the love of God who always loves us first.

e They are loved before having done anything to deserve it, before knowing how to talk or think”.

e https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2015/documents/papa-
francesco 20150211 udienza-generale.html




e https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2019/may/documents/papa-
francesco 20190525 yes-to-life.html




